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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

1. Claim 13 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as 
the invention. 

In claim 13, the meaning of the phrase "said extracted database may be made available in 

the form of a report" is unclear, vague andlndefinit^iiTtlie^ontext'of"the claimHVIore 

specifically, it is unclear as to how a database can be made available in the form of a report. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

3. Claims 12 and 14-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Bryniestad (U.S. Patent No. 5,908,383). 

As to claim 12, Bryniestad teaches a media-borne ergonomics resource system 

including: 

ergonomics resources (i.e. knowledge-based expert system) embedded in a storage media 
(see column 3, lines 21-24; where "ergonomic resources" is read on "knowledge based expert 
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systems"; all computer programs are storable on a media), said resources including at least one 
ergonomics program (i.e. PMA program) for a work-site of interest (i.e. treatment plan) (see 
column 3, lines 10-33; where "ergonomics resources" is read on "knowledge based expert 
systems"), which, in turn, includes at least one database (see Fig. 2, element 54) relating; said 
work-site of interest (i.e. therapy for pain) (see column 4, lines 27-35); 

a computer with means for interfacing with said media (see column 3, lines 41-53), 
downloading said ergonomics resources (see column 6, lines 22-23; the user computer has the 
downloading capability which implies any program available on the internet can be 

downloaded), and extracting said at least one database (54) for said worlo : siteDfinterest"(see 

column 6, lines 41-54; where "work-site of interest" is read on "treatment plan"). 

As to claim 14, Brvniestad teaches media-borne ergonomics resource system, wherein 
said at least one ergonomics program is a plurality of ergonomics programs (see column 3, line 
21-24; also see column 3, line 54 through column 4, line 13) and said at least one database is a 
plurality of databases (see column 4, lines 32-34). 

As to claim 15, Brvniestad teaches media-borne ergonomics resource system, wherein 
said at least one ergonomics program is one ergonomics program (see column 3, lines 7-24; 
where "ergonomic program" is read on "knowledge-based expert systems"). 



As to claim 16, Brvniestad teaches media-borne ergonomics resource system, wherein 
said system is an expert system (see Fig. 3, element 102; also see column 3, lines 21-24) and said 
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at least one program may be understood and implemented by laymen in the field of ergonomics 
(see column 3, lines 60-67; where computer is designed with a touch-screen to facilitate use by 
laymen). 

As to claim 17, Brynjestad teaches media-borne ergonomics resource system, wherein 
said at least one ergonomics program conforms to government regulations (see column 5, lines 
53-62; where "government regulations" is read on "based on World Health Organization"). 



As to claim 18, Brynjestad teaches media-borne ergonomics resource system wherein 
said plurality of databases includes at least one ancillary database (see column 4, lines 13-16; 
where "ancillary database" is read on "database (26) providing information on drugs"). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 1-11,13 and 19-23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Brynjestad (U.S. Patent No. 5,908,383) in view of Mearsetal. (U.S. Patent No. 6,438,580). 



As to claim h Brynjestad teaches an ergonomics resource system comprising: 
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an interactive web-site including certain ergonomics resources (see abstract; where 
"ergonomics resources" is read on "knowledge based expert systems"), said resources including 
at least one ergonomics program (i.e. PMA Patient program) (see column 2, lines 6-12; also see 
column 3, lines 41-51) that includes, in turn, at least one database (54); 

a computer remote from said web-site (see column 3, lines 49-53; also see column 4, 
lines 16-19; where "remote" is read on "internet"); 

access means for interactively connecting said web-site and said remote computer (see 
column 3, lines 49-53; the client workstations are connected to the server through LAN/WAN 
for sharing information stored in the database); and, 

Brvniestad does not expressly disclose means to provide at least one report related to said 
ergonomics resources. 

Mears et al . discloses means to provide at least one report related to said ergonomics 
resources (see Mears et al ., column 1, lines 56-60; where "report" is read on "information 
page"). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to have modified Brvniestad to include means to provide at least 
one report related to said ergonomics resources. 

It would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have modified Brvniestad by the teachings of Mears et al ., because by 
having a means to provide at least one report related to said ergonomics resources, provides the 
ability to display information in a web browser (see Mears et al , column 2, lines 16-21). 
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As to claim 2, Bryniestad as modified teaches the ergonomics resource system wherein: 

said ergonomics resource system is an expert system usable by laymen (see column 3, 
lines 7-10; also see column 3, lines 60-65; the computer is equipped with touch-screen for patient 
data input implies it is designed for use by laymen); 

said at least one database includes controls (i.e. rules) for at least one work-site (see Fig. 
5; also see column 4, line 58 through column 5, line 18; where "worksite" is read on "treatment" 
and database (108) has the information stored which is retrieved in the form of web pages 
depending on the type of treatment); 

said remote computer may be operated by a user (i.e. patient or care provfder or pain 

specialist) of said system (see column 3, lines 49-52;also see column 6, lines 9-12; where a 
patient is a user of the system); 

includes controls (i.e. rules) for said at least one work-site (see column 4, line 58 through 
column 5, line 18; where "worksite" is read on "treatment" and database (108) has the 
information stored which is retrieved in the form of web pages depending on the type of 
treatment). 

Bryniestad as modified does not expressly disclose said report, observable at said remote 
computer. 

Mears et al . discloses said report, observable at said remote computer (see Mears et aL 
column 4, lines 47-52; where "report" is read on "information page"). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to have modified Bryniestad as modified to include said report, 
observable at said remote computer. 



Application/Control Number: 09/760,905 Page 7 

Art Unit: 2175 

It would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have modified Brvniestad as modified by the teachings of Mearsetal., 
because by having the report, observable at the remote computer, provides the ability to display 
information in a web browser (see Mears et al ., column 2, lines 16-21). 

As to claim 3, Brvniestad teaches a computerized ergonomics resource system 
comprising: 

an interactive web-site including certain ergonomics resources (see abstract; where 

"ergonomics resources" is read on "lmowIHge"based"expei1rsystems ")7said-resourees 

including a plurality of ergonomics programs (i.e. PMA programs) (see column 2, lines 6-12; 
also see column 3, lines 41-51) that includes, in turn, at least one database (54); that include, in 
turn, at least one database (54) for a plurality of specific work-sites (see column 4, lines 27-35; 
where "work-sites" is read on "pain management rules"); 

a computer remote from said web-site that may be operated by a user (i.e. patient or care 
provider or pain specialist) of said system (see column 3, lines 49-52; also see column 4, lines 
13-19); 

access means for interactively connecting said web-site and said remote computer (see 
column 4,lines 21-32); 

means contained within said web-site for proposing certain questions to a user (see 
column 6, lines 9-11), obtaining answers thereto from a user (see column 6, lines 11-16), and 
analyzing said answers for certain to ergonomics related information (see Fig. 5, element 518; 
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also see column 6, lines 17-20; also see column 2, lines 22-24), all to define a work-site of 
interest (see column 6, lines 19-23; where "work-site of interest" is read on "treatment plan"); 

means for extracting a specific ergonomics program (i.e. PMA program) from said 
database related to said work-site of interest (see column 6, lines 41-54; where "work-site of 
interest" is read on "treatment plan"); and, 

means for making said extracted ergonomics program (i.e. PMA program) available to a 
user (see column 3, lines 54-67). 

Brynjestad does not expressly disclose in the form of one or more reports. 

Mears et al . discloses in the form of one or more repo~rts~(see ivlears-et^l^ 
47-52; where "report" is read on "information page"). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to have modified Brynjestad to include in the form of one or more 
reports. 

It would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have modified Brynjestad by the teachings of Mears et al ., because by 
having one or more reports, provides the ability to display information in a web browser (see 
Mears et al ., column 2, lines 16-21). 

As to claim 4, Brynjestad as modified teaches the computerized ergonomics resource 
system, with specific controls (i.e. rules) related to said work-site of interest (see column 4, line 
56 through column 5, line 19; where "work-site of interest" is read on "treatment plan"). 

Brynjestad does not expressly disclose said one or more reports includes a report. 
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Mears et al . discloses said one or more reports includes a report (see Mears et al ., column 
4, lines 47-52; where "report" is read on "information page"). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to have modified Brvniestad as modified to include in the form of 
one or more reports. 

It would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have modified Brvniestad as modified by the teachings of Mears et al ., 
because by having one or more reports, provides the ability to display information in a web 
browser (see Mears et al ., column 27fines T6-2 T)~ 

As to claim 5, Brvniestad as modified teaches the computerized ergonomics resource 
system, wherein said system is an expert system (see Fig. 3, element 102) and said report may be 
understood and said ergonomics program (i.e. PMA program) implemented, by laymen in the 
field of ergonomics (see column 3, lines 60-67; where a touch-screen is designed for laymen). 

As to claim 6, Brvniestad as modified teaches the computerized ergonomics resource 
system, wherein said means for proposing questions (see Fig. 4A, 4B and 4C; also see column 5, 
lines 9-11), obtaining answers (i.e. responses) (see column 5, lines 12-16), analyzing answers 
(see column 6, lines 17-20; where recommending treatment plan implies responses from patient 
are analyzed by the PMA system and then recommendations are generated) and said extracting 
means is application software (see column 2, lines 6-9; also see column 4, lines 16-19; where 
"application software" is read on "PMA III program"), said questions appear at a monitor 
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associated with said remote computer, and said answers are made with use of said monitor (see 
column Fig. 4 A, 4B and 4C; also see column 3, lines 60-67; also see column 6, lines 13-16). 

As to claim 7, Brynjestad as modified teaches the computerized ergonomics resource 
system, wherein said ergonomics resources (i.e. knowledge based expert systems) include at 
least one database in addition to any databases associated with said ergonomics programs (see 
Fig. 2 and Fig. 3). 

As to claim 8, Brynjestad as modified teacHeslhe computerized-ergonomics-resouree 

system, wherein a user may access at least one database not maintained by said system (see 
column 4, lines 13-16; where database (26) is not maintained by the PMA system). 

As to claim 9, Brynjestad as modified teaches the computerized ergonomics resource 
system, wherein a user may access to at least one ancillary database (see column 4, lines 13-16; 
where "ancillary database" is read on "database (26) providing information on drugs") 

As to claim 10, Brynjestad as modified teaches the computerized ergonomics resource 
system, wherein said system is an expert system useful to laymen in the field of ergonomics (see 
column 3, lines 60-67; where a touch-screen for patient data input implies the computer is 
designed for laymen). 
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As to claim 1 1 , Bryniestad as modified teaches the computerized ergonomics resource 
system, wherein said ergonomics programs (i.e. PMA programs) conform to government 
regulations (see column 5, lines 53-62; where "government regulations" is read on "based on 
World Health Organization"). 

As to claim 13, Bryniestad teaches media-borne ergonomics resource system wherein 
said extracted database may be made available (see column 4, lines 27-35). 

Bryniestad does not expressly disclose in the form of a report. 

Mears et al . discloses in the form of a report (see Mears et aU column 47fines~47-52, 
where "report" is read on "information page"). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to have modified Bryniestad to include in the form of one or more 
reports. 

It would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have modified Bryniestad by the teachings of Mears et al ., because by 
having one or more reports, provides the ability to display information in a web browser (see 
Mears et al ., column 2, lines 16-21). 

As to claim 19, Bryniestad teaches an ergonomics resource system comprising: 
an interactive web-site including certain ergonomics resources (see abstract; where 
"ergonomics resources" is read on "knowledge based expert systems"), said resources 
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including one or more ergonomics programs (i.e. PMA Patient Programs) (see column 2, lines 6- 
12; also see column 3, lines 41-51); 

said web-site further including means for proposing certain questions to a user (see 
column 6, lines 9-11), obtaining answers thereto from a user (see column 6, lines 11-16), and 
analyzing said answers for certain ergonomics related information to define a work-site of 
interest (see column 6, lines 19-23; where "work-site of interest" is read on "treatment plan"); 
to means for extracting a specific ergonomics program related to said work-site of interest; and, 

means for making at least a portion of said extracted ergonomics program (i.e. PMA 
program) available to a user (see column 3, lines 54-67). 

Brynjestad does not expressly disclose in the form of one or more reports. 

Mears et al . discloses in the form of one or more reports (see Mears et al ., column 4, lines 
47-52; where "report" is read on "information page"). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to have modified Brynjestad to include in the form of one or more 
reports. 

It would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have modified Brynjestad by the teachings of Mears et al ., because by 
having one or more reports, provides the ability to display information in a web browser (see 
Mears et al ., column 2, lines 16-21). 



As to claim 20, Brynjestad as modified teaches an ergonomics resource system, wherein 
said system is an expert system useable by laymen in -the field of ergonomics (see column 3, 
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lines 60-67; where a touch-screen for patient data input implies the computer is designed for 
laymen). 

As to claim 2 1 , Brynjestad as modified teaches an ergonomics resource system, wherein 
each ergonomics program (i.e. PMA program) has one or more databases (see column 4, lines 
32-34). 

As to claim 22, Brynjestad teaches a method for providing ergonomics resources to a 
user, comprising the steps of: 

creating a knowledge base in the form of one or more databases (see Fig. 1, element 26; 
also see column 3, lines 21-33), including at least one database relating to at least one 
ergonomics program (see Fig. 2 and Fig. 3; also see column 4, lines 13-16); 

eliciting information from a user sufficient to define a work-site of interest (see column 4, 
lines 20-32; where "work-site of interest" is read on "therapy for pain"); 

employing said defined work-site of interest to determine an applicable, 
specific ergonomics program (i.e. PMA program) for said work-site of interest (i.e. treatment 
plan) (see column 3, line 34 through column 4, line 16); and with at least a portion of said 
specific ergonomics program, accessible by a user (see column 5, lines 7-18). 

Brynjestad does not expressly disclose providing access to at least one report. 

Mears et al . discloses providing access to at least one report (see Mears et al ., column 4, 
lines 47-52; where "report" is read on "information page"). 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to have modified Brvniestad to include said report, observable at 
said remote computer. 

It would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have modified Brynjestad by the teachings of Mears et al ., because by 
having the report, observable at the remote computer, provides the ability to display information 
in a web browser (see Mears et aL column 2, lines 16-21). 

As to claim 23, Brvniestad as modified teaches the method for providing ergonomics 
resources to a user, wherein: 

said knowledge base includes a plurality of databases (see column 4, lines 32-34), 
including a plurality of databases relating to a plurality of ergonomics programs (see Fig. 2 and 
Fig. 3) as well as databases not relating to said ergonomics programs (i.e. PMA programs) (see 
Fig. 1; also see column 4, lines 13-16); and, 

said elicited information is obtained through at least one question and answer 
cycle and analysis relating thereto, employing application software (see column 5, lines 7-19; 
also see column 6, lines 9-16; where "application software" is read on "algorithm"). 

Conclusion 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 



* 
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The following patents are cited to further show the state of art with respect to knowledge- 
based expert systems in general: 

U.S. Patent No. 5,908,383 to Brynjestad - teaches knowledge-based expert systems. 
U.S. Patent No. 6,438,580 to Mears et al .- teaches reporting. 
U.S. Patent No. 6,195,651 to Handel et al .- teaches expert systems. 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Prakash Punit whose telephone number is (703) 305-5914. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Mondays - Fridays from 9:45 am to 6:15 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Dov Popovici, can be reached on (703) 305-3830. The fax numbers of the group is 
(703) 746-7239. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application should be 
directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305-9600. 



Prakash Punit 
Patent Examiner 
Au2175 
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